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The Key Role of Science and Technology Innovation in the Implementation of the “One Belt
and One Road” Initiative
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Abstract: [Purpose/significance] The purpose of the “One Belt and One Road” Initiative
(BRI) is to promote the shared, inclusive, robust and sustainable development of the global
economy by enhancing the mutual connectivity of Asia with Europe and Africa in an all-round
manner. Such a grand and ambitious proposal advanced by China for international cooperation is
unprecedented in terms of risks and challenges. In addition to political and social risks, challenges
from the climate change, natural hazards, infectious diseases, the environmental pollution, the
ecosystem degradation and the shortage of resources such as water and energy must be addressed
effectively. How to address these challenges in an effective way is a critical question to the
success of the BRI. [Method/process] The paper took China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
as a case study to analyze the challenges and the role of science, technology and innovation (STI)
in the implementation of the CPEC project. [Result/conclusion] This paper elaborates the key and
irreplaceable role of STI in leading, supporting and safeguarding the implementation of BRI.

Keywords: science, technology and innovation (STI) the “One Belt and One Road”
Initiative (BRI) China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)  key role
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