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Comparative study of main citation indicators between China's and
international ESCI journals
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Abstract Objective: In order to have a more comprehensive understanding of the
ranking and overall standard of China's ESCI-listed journals in terms of citation
indexes in the international arena, it can provide a powerful reference basis for
accurately assessing the status and influence of China's ESCI-listed journals in the
international arena, as well as further exploring how to cultivate the development
strategy of world-class journals. Methods: Using the WoS database, we collected and
compared the main citation indicators of ESClI-listed journals in China with those of
G7 countries such as the UK, France, the US and Japan, as well as emerging countries
such as India and Russia in 2022. Results: China's ESCI-listed journals have
outstanding performance in terms of impact factor, 5-year impact factor, i.e., annual
metrics, citation half-life, and number of citations per review article, ranking first
among 11 countries; in terms of the number of journals, the number of papers, the
citation frequency, the characteristic factor, the impact score of papers, and the
number of citations per article of thesis, China's ESCI-listed journals are in the fourth
place after the US, UK and Germany; China's ESCI The publication cycle of ESCI
journals in China is long and the citation half-life is relatively short. Conclusion: For
China's ESCI journals, if they want to further improve their academic influence in the
international arena and enter the ranks of SCI journals at an early date, they should
start from the following directions: timely adjustment of the publication strategy,
enhancement of the journal's visibility and popularity, and effective enhancement of
the journal's number of citations; in-depth co-operation with international publishers,
processing of received manuscripts by means of the international submission and
reviewing system, and using English as the publication language of the journals;
establishment of an efficient and effective publication language system; and
establishment of an effective and efficient publication system. We have also
established an efficient review system to shorten the reviewing time of the articles, so
as to improve the publishing efficiency of the journals and ensure the timeliness and
novelty of the journals.

Keywords: ESCI database; journal strategy; citation index; international comparative
study; Academic Impact
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